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Dear Member of the Media: 
A decade ago, only about 300 elders were counted among Boston's homeless; 
today experts estimate t h a t 800 t o 1000 e l d e r s are l i v i n g i n s h e l t e r s , on the 
s t r e e t s or i n temporary housing because of f e d e r a l cuts i n housing and 
g e n t r i f i c a t i o n of p a r t s of the c i t y where many eld e r s l i v e d i n boarding houses 
and other low-income homes. 
Because of recent cuts t o support s e r v i c e s — s u c h as mental h e a l t h , s o c i a l 
s e r v i c e s , h e a l t h care and general r e l i e f — t h e incidence of homelessness i n the 
e l d e r l y p o p u l a t i o n i s expected t o continue t o increase. I n l i g h t of t h i s 
growing problem, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 30 agencies i n v o l v e d i n s e r v i n g the 
e l d e r l y w i l l meet on Tuesday, November 13, t o develop s t r a t e g i e s t o f i g h t 
homelessness among Boston's e l d e r s . 
"Homelessness i n t h i s v u lnerable p o p u l a t i o n i s i n t o l e r a b l e , but i t i s 
preventable, i f we consolidate our ideas, resources and s t r a t e g i e s , " says 
conference organizer Anna Bissonnette, R.N., the associate d i r e c t o r of the 
Home Medical Service a t the U n i v e r s i t y H o s p i t a l (UH) and a s s i s t a n t professor 
at Boston U n i v e r s i t y School of Medicine. "Our goal f o r t h i s conference i s t o 
develop a f i v e - y e a r plan t o e l i m i n a t e homelessness i n t h i s segment of the 
p o p u l a t i o n . " 
The conference, which w i l l be held a t Boston U n i v e r s i t y ' s George Sherman 
Union Conference Center a t 775 Commonwealth Avenue from 8:30 a.m. t o 3:30 
p.m., i s co-sponsored by the Massachusetts Public Health A s s o c i a t i o n , UH and 
30 health-care, housing, and human-service p r o v i d e r s . 
The conference w i l l begin w i t h keynote speaker. Amy Anthony, ttie secretary 
of the Executive O f f i c e of Communities and Development, who w i l l discuss the 
need to look beyond the " b r i c k s and mortar" or the p h y s i c a l surroundings 
needed t o provide housing f o r homeless e l d e r s . Anthony w i l l emphasize the 
important r o l e agencies play i n h e l p i n g elders w i t h homemaking, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
and h e a l t h care, which c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e i r a b i l i t y t o remain i n t h e i r homes. 
P h i l i p B r i c k n e r , M.D., the chairman of the Department of Community 
Medicine at New York's St. Vincent's H o s p i t a l and Medical Center, w i l l 
describe h i s experiences w i t h successful multi-agency models f o r p r o v i d i n g 
health-care t o the homeless, i n c l u d i n g the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, a 
n a t i o n a l model and the Chelsea V i l l a g e p r o j e c t i n New York. 
A panel of both p r i v a t e and p u b l i c sector leaders from Housing and Urban 
Development, the Emergency Shelter Commission f o r Boston, the Boston Housing 
A u t h o r i t y and the Pine Street Inn w i l l respond t o the issues r a i s e d by the 
speakers. 
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Workshops i n the a f t e r n o o n w i l l help s o c i a l service providers t o b e t t e r 
serve the e l d e r l y by f a m i l i a r i z i n g them w i t h e x i s t i n g but u n d e r u t i l i z e d 
o p t i o n s . Workshop p a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l i n c l u d e both p u b l i c and p r i v a t e providers 
of s o c i a l and other services as w e l l as key d e c i s i o n makers who can i n f l u e n c e 
the f u t u r e of the e l d e r l y . 
For a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n , please c a l l me at (617) 638-8491. 
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